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BAATOAAPHOCTHU

N3ka3zBame Hal-uckpeHume cu bAazogapHocmu KoM peueH3eHmume
Ha ma3u MoHozpadua 3a okazaHama nogkpena u HacbpyeHue npu noe-
MaHemo No mpygHusa, HO BbAHyBaw, nbm Ha Haykama u akagemuyHama
kapuepa.

Nckame ga 6AazogapuM U Ha pegakmopume 3a mexHume cbBemu, Ha-
coku u npenopboku, kKoumo HU noMO2Haxa npu 0pOopMAHEMO Ha Hawama
MOHozpadus.

N3caegBaHuama B ma3u MoHozpadusa ca ¢PuHaHcupaHu om OHU
MOH no npoekm Kr-06-H63/1/13.12.2022 ¢ Hay4yeH pokoBogumen
npod. g-p Pobepm lMeHuyoBcku u KM-06-M63/6/15.12.2022 ¢ HayueH
pbvkoBogumea 2A. ac. g-p MapmuHa TpalkoGBcka.






MHO®OPMALIUA 3A MTPOPECUOHAAHOTO
PA3SBUTUE HA ABTOPUTE

I'A. ac. g-p MapmuHa TpatikoBcka e npenogaBamea u u3caegoBamea
B8 Aabopamopusama no CuUHMemu4yHa buoAoc2ud u BuouHpopmamuka kom
Buonozuyecku dpakyamem Ha Coduticku yHuBepcumem ,CB. KaumeHm
Oxpugcku®. Aabopamopusma e cb3gageHa npe3 2023 2. nog pvkoBog-
cmBomo Ha npod. g-p Pobepm [MeH4yoBcku. B Hea mol npegaBa cBosn
onum u 3HaHuAa, npugobumu B MepmaHusa u CALL, koumo npenAauma c
uHoBamuBHU nogxogu B peaAHU U ycnewHu npoyyBaHua B obAacmma
Ha CUHMemu4yHama buoAo2uda U buouHpopmamukama. ToBa e npeghoc-
maBka 3a nocaegBawiama omAuYHama peaAu3auud Ha cmygeHmume,
npugobuBawu 3HaHUA u npakmuyecku ymeHusa BoB BaXHuU o6Aacmu om
CbBpeMeHHama buoAo2us.

Mog pvkoBogcmBomo Ha npod. eHUoBcku, 2A. ac. g-p MapmuHa
TpatukoBcka 3awumaBa gunAoOMHama cu paboma no 2eHHO u kaembu-
HO UHXeHepcmBo, a creg moBa u gokmopckama me3a no 2eHemuka,
kom kamegpa ,leHemuka" Ha Buoaoczuyecku dakyamem, Codulicku
yHuBepcumem ,CB. KaumeHm Oxpugcku®. lpe3 nocaegHume 6 20guHU
msa ycnewHo Bogu ynpaXHeHuUA nO gucuunAuHUMeE MOAeKyAAapHa 2eHe-
muka, cuHmemuyHa 6uoaozud, BoBegeHue B buouHdopmamukama u
6uouHpopmamuka u MoAaekyaapHa eBoalouua u pobkoBogu Hay4YHU hpo-
ekmu ¢ Haco4YeHocm Kbm gu3alHa Ha aHmMuceHC oAu20Hykaeomugu. [A.
ac. g-p TpaukoBcka e Hocumea Ha nbpBa Hazpaga 3a Hal-ycneweH npo-
ekm B8 o6aacmma Ha buoro2udHUMe Hayku 3a 2021 2., npegcmaBeH Ha
Cogulickua pecmuBaa Ha Haykama 15-16 mat 2021 2., kakmo u nopBa
Hazpaga 3a Hal-gobpa Hay4yHa paboma Ha MAag MukpobuoAoz B cmpaHa-
ma, npucogeHa n om ®oHgauusa ,Akag. npod. g-p CmedaH AHzeroB". T+
e aBmop Ha 25 Hay4yHu cmamuu ¢ obw, umnakm ¢akmop 35 u Hag 200
uumupaHud, om koumo 150 ca B8 Scopus.

Mpog. MeHuyoBcku e npodecop no MoAekyadapHa 2eHemuKa, cuHme-
Mu4yHa 6uoAoc2usA U buouHPopmamuka u ppokoBogumena Ha Aabopamopus
NO CUHMemMuYyHa buoAoz2ua u buouHdopmMamuka. Tol noayyaBa gokmop-
ckama cu cmeneH no 2zeHemuka B KooAHckua yHuBepcumem, 'epmaHus,
u npoBekga nocmgokmopaHmypama cu 8 Wetiackus yHuBepcumem, Hlo
XelBoH, CALL. Mpe3 2oguHUMe e pabomuA kamo cobmyepeH uHKeHep,
BuomexHoAo2UYeH KoHCyAmaHm u u3caegoBamea no MoAekyAaapHa buo-
Ao2uf B MMHcmumyma no MoAekyaapHa 6uoaozuda B8 Codusd, boazapus, u
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8 6uBwua MHcmumym no MoaekyAspHa 6uomexHoaozus B Vena, Fepma-
Hua (gHec MHcmumym no u3caegBaHe Ha MoAeKyAHUME MexaHu3Mu Ha
cmapeeHemo ,AalbHuu”, FepMmaHus).

Mpod. MeHuoBcku e pvkoBogumea Ha 13 HaydyHu npoekma. ToBa
no3BoAdaBa Ha cmygeHmume My U MAagume y4yeHu, nog He2oB0 poko-
BogcmBo, ga ce gokocHam go cbBpeMeHHama Hayka Ha mepumopuama
Ha buoaozuuecku ¢pakyamem, Cooulicku yHUuBepcumem ,CB. KAumMeHm
Oxpugcku™ u ga ysuacmBam 8 npoyuBaHusda, koumo ca ny6aukyBaHu Bv0B
Bucoko umnakmupaHu cnucaHua kamo: Nature Biotechnology, Nature
Methods, ACS Synthetic Biology, RSC Chemistry World u gp. lMpoek-
mom ,Au3alH u ekcnepumeHmaAHO BaAugupaHe Ha XUMEpHU aHmMu-
CeHC OAu20Hykaeomugu Kkamo aHmubakmepuaAHu azeHmu" (goz2oBop
AH13/14/20.12.2017 2. ¢ ®HW) e eguH om Hal-ycnewHume npoekmu B
boazapus. Pesyamamume om Hez2o ca npegcmaBeHu B8 20 nybaukauuu ¢
umnakm ¢pakmop 84 mouku, Q1-4-254 (https://penchovsky.atwebpages.
com/research.php?page=13).

OcHoBHUmMe gucyunAuHu, koumo npo®. lNeH4yoBcku npenogaBa ca
MoAekyAadpHa 2eHemuka Ha 6akaaaBpu om cneyuaaHocm ,MoaekyAaapHa
buonozua™ u ,CuHmemuyHa 6uoaozua®, buouHpopMamuka u MOAeKyAap-
Ha eBoalouus, 2eHoMuka u XuBume opzaHu3Mu kamo uHOpPMaUUOHHU
cucmeMu Ha Mazucmpu om cneyuaAHocm ,['eHHO U kaAembYHO UHXeHep-
cmBo" u ,leHemuka u 2eHoMuKka". Amecmam 3a MemoguyHama paboma
Ha npodecopa e u moBa, 4Ye 3a nocAegHumMe 5 20guHU, 6 MAAQu Y4eHu,
3awumuxa cBoume gokmopcku gucepmauuu nog pvkoBogcmBomo Ha
npo®. NMeHyoBcku. 3a nocaegHume 12 20guHu, 7 Mazucmpu no ,Moaeky-
AAPHO (2eHHO) U knembyHO uHXeHepcmBo™ u 9 mazucmpu no ,'eHemuka
u 2eHoMuKa" Ha aHaAulcku u 6oAa2apcku e3uk 3auumuxa cBoume Mazuc-
mopcku gunAomMHU pabomu. Cpeg maAx uMa xopa om 5 pa3Au4HU Hayuo-
HaAHOCMU. HayyHume cmamuu Ha npo®. MeH4yoBcku ca ¢ obw, umnakm
dakmop Hag 250 mouku u ¢ Hag 1420 uumupaHus, om koumo 1011 ca
B Scopus.
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PE3IOME

[Mpe3 nocaegHume HAKOAKO gecemuaemus aHmubuomuyHama pes3-
ucmenmuocm (AP; antibiotic resistance - AR) ce oyepmaBa kamo 3Ha-
yumeAHO npegu3BukameAcmBo 3a cbBpemMeHHama MeguuuHa nopagu
HapacmBaHemo Ha 6poA Ha namoe2eHHU bakmepuaAHu wamoBe, ycmol-
yuBu koM Bcuuku uzBecmHu aHmubuomuyu. CMbpmHOCMMa Ha Xopa,
Nnpu4yuHeHa om pe3ucmeHmMHu 6akmepuaAHu wamoBe, B cBemoBeH Ma-
wab HapacmBa, a ycnopegHo ¢ moBa ce noBuwaBa Heobxogumocmma
om cb3gaBaHe Ha HOBU aHmMubuomuuu. B ma3u moHozpadua ca onuca-
HU Memogume 3a cb3gaBaHe Ha aHmuceHc oAu2oHykaeomugu (ACO-u)
kamo HoBu aHmubakmepuaAHU az2eHMU, MexaHu3Mume Ha MAXHOMO
gelicmBue u npegu3zBukameacmBama 3a mexHume npuAokeHud. ACO-
ume ca npoekmupaHu cneyuduyHO ga ce cBop3Bam c pubonpeBkalouBa-
meAu, koumo ce Hamupam B 2eHOMa Ha hodmu Bcuvku hamozeHHU 6ak-
mepuu. lNMNoBeuemo 6akmepuaaHu pubonpeBkalouBameau ca paznoaoxke-
HU B 5'-HempaHcAupaHua paloH (5'-HTP; &' -untranslated region - 5'-
UTR) Ha uHdopMayuoHHU puboHykaeuHoBu KuceauHu (UPHK; messenger
RNAs - mRNASs). loBeuemo om max pyHKuuoHUpam kamo anocmepuyHu
uuc-gelicmBawu eAremeHmu, KOHMpoOAUpawu 2eHHama ekcnpecusd Ha
BakHU 3a bakmepuama 2eHuU. A0 gHeCc HAMa gaHHU 3a omKkpumu pu-
bonpeBkalouBameau B vyoBewkusa 2eHoM, koemo 2u npaBu nogxogawa
MUWeHa 3a cb3gaBaHe Ha HOBU aHMubakmepuaAHU azeHmu. Te peayAu-
pam cuHmesa Ha Xu3HeHoBakHU kaembuyHU MemaboAaumu B pa3AuyHU
namozeHHU bakmepuu no MexaHu3Ma Ha obpamHama HezamuBHa Bpb3-
ka - cBop3Bam ce gupekmHo ¢ kpaliHus MemaboAum om buocuHmemuy-
HuA nbm. KOHMpPoAbm Ha 2eHHama ekcnpecusd ce ocobwecmBaBa Ha HUBO
mpaHckpunyua uAu mpaHcAayuda. Ype3 uznoa3zBaHe Ha pubonpeBkaloy-
BameAu kamo MuweHU Hue pa3pabomBame uHOBamuBHU cmpameauu 3a
Cb3gaBaHe Ha HOBU aHMubakmepuaAHu azeHMu, kKoumo buxa MO2AU ga ce
u3noA3zBam u cpewy pesucmeHmHu KbM aHmubuomuyu 6akmepuu. ToBa
gonpuHaca 3a pa3zBumuemo Ha no-epekmuBHU Memogu 3a cb3gaBaHe
Ha HOBU aHmMubakmepuaAHu azeHmu. [TpegcmaBeHuam B Hacmoawama
MoHo2padua uHoBamuBeH nogxog ce ocHoBaBa Ha pauuoHaAeH gu3alH u
npuAoXeHue Ha xumepHu ACO-u kamo aHmu6akmepuaAHu azeHmu. Au-
3aliHom Ha ACO-ume ce 6a3upa Ha U3uAAO BUOUHPOPMamMuYeH aHaAu3,
ype3 kolmo npeyu3HO ce onpegeAd HykAaeomugHama uM nocaegoBa-
meAHOCM C UeA cneyuduyHo cBop3BaHe ¢ mapeemHusa pubonpeBkaloy-
BameA. ACO-ume ca xumudecku MmoguduuyupaHu, 3a ga ce noBuwu max-
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Hama epekmuBHocm, kakmo u ycmoUyuBocm chpamMo gelicmBuemo Ha
HykaeazHume eH3umMu B knemkama. OcBeH moBa ACO-ume ce cBop3Bam
¢ knemouHo npoHukBaw, nenmug (KIT1; cell penetrating peptide - CPP),
ype3 kolimo npoHukBam B kaemkama - kakmo B8 'pam-ompuuameAHu u
'paM-noroXumenHu 6akmepuu, maka u 8 eykapuomHu kaemKku. OcBeH
pauuoHaAHua gu3alH Ha ACO-u Hue u3zbupame KoHKkpemHu pubonpeB-
kalouBameau kamo MuweHU 3a MAX NO YUCMO pPauuOHaAHU BUOUHOP-
Mamu4yHU kpumepuu. Ta3u MoHozpadua pa3eaedkga Bcudku ocHOBHU ac-
nekmu Ha nomeHyuaAHOMO cb3gaBaHe u u3znoA3BaHe Ha aHMubuomuyu
npe3 npu3mMama Ha aHMUCEeHC OAU2OHYKAeomMuUgHama mexHoAo2ua kamo
HoBa 2aegHa mouka.

Ta3u nybaukayusa npegcmaBanaBa HayyHa moHozpadua, kakmo e om-
6aAd3aHo B nucMeHume cmaHoBuwa Ha MpuMama Hay4YHU peueH3eHmu.
Ta e HanucaHa B coomBeHcmBue ¢ bbAzapckume HopMamuBHUMe u3uc-
kBaHusA 3a MoHOzZpadus.
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SUMMARY

Over the past few decades, antibiotic resistance (AR) has emerged as a
significant challenge for modern medicine due to the spread of the many
pathogenic bacterial strains resistant to all known antibiotics. As a result,
the human mortality rate caused by antibiotic-resistant bacterial strains is
growing worldwide. Thus, there is a need to develop new antibiotics. This
monograph describes methods for creating antisense oligonucleotides
(ASOs) as new antibacterial agents, the mechanisms of their action, and the
challenges for their applications. ASOs are explicitly designed to bind ribo-
switch RNAs, which are present in the genome of almost all pathogenic bac-
teria. Most bacterial riboswitches are located in the 5’-untranslated region
(6'-UTR) of messenger ribonucleic acids (nRNAs; RNAs - mRNAs). Most of
them function as allosteric cis-acting elements controlling the gene expres-
sion of essential bacterial genes. There is no evidence that riboswitches are
found in the human genome, making them suitable targets for developing
new antibacterial agents. Riboswitches regulate the synthesis of vital cellu-
lar metabolites in various pathogenic bacteria by negative feedback - they
bind directly to the final metabolite of the biosynthetic pathway.

The control of gene expression is carried out at a transcriptional or
translational level. Using riboswitches as targets, we develop innovative
strategies for developing new antibacterial agents that could be used
against antibiotic-resistant bacteria. That contributes to creating more
efficient methods for developing new antibacterial agents. This mono-
graph presents an innovative approach based on the rational design
and application of chimeric ASOs as antibacterial agents. The design
of the ASOs is based on entirely bioinformatic analyses, through which
their nucleotide sequence is precisely determined to bind to the target
riboswitch specifically. ASOs are chemically modified to increase their
effectiveness and resistance to the effects of nuclease enzymes in the
cell. The ASOs are attached to cell-penetrating peptide (CPP), through
which they can penetrate the cell in Gram-negative and Gram-positive
bacteria and eukaryotic cells. In addition to the rational design of ASOs,
we choose specific riboswitches as targets based on purely rational bio-
informatics criteria. This monograph examines all the significant aspects
of the potential creation and use of antibiotics through the prism of an-
tisense oligonucleotide technology.

This publication is a scientific monography, as noted in the written
opinions of the three scientific reviewers. It is written under the Bulgarian
normative requirements for a monography.
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BbBEAEHWE

MNpe3nocaregHUuMezoguHuHykAeuHoBumekuceAuHu (HK; nucleicacids-
NA) ce ymBopguxa kamo nogxogaw, obekm 3a cb3gaBaHe Ha cuHme-
MUYHU BUOCEH30pU Ype3 pa3AUYHU UHKeHepHU Memogu, kamo in vitro
cenekuusa u komnlomopHa ceaekyusn. B gonbAHeHUe KoM max 6axa om-
Kpumu HoBu mMexaHu3Mu 3a KOHMPOA Ha 2eHHa ekcnpecus Ype3 pa3Aud-
HU munoBe PHK-u, BkalouumeaHo MukpoPHK-u (MuPHK-u, microRNAs -
miRNAs), maaku unmepdepupauiu PHK(U) (MuPHK(uW); small interfering
RNAs - siRNA), pubonpeBkalouBameau u pubo3umu (Hombach & Kretz,
2016). NMoHacmoAwEeM UMa Yemupu pa3AU4HU CmMpameauu 3a CuHme-
muyeH KOHMPOA Ha 2eHHa ekchpecus, ocHoBaBawu ce Ha UHXeHep-
cmBo Ha HK. Te3u cmpameauu uMam 3a UeA ga uHxubupam ekcnpe-
cuama Ha cneuupuyHu PHK-u B knemkama kamo Hekogupawu PHK-u
(HKPHK-u, non-coding RNAs - ncRNAs), aHmuceHc oAu2oHykaeomugu
(ACO-u), pubo3umu u CRISPR-Cas9 cucmemu (Jiang & Doudna, 2017).
Bcuuku me3u cucmemu 3a cuHmemuyeH KOHMPOA Ha 2eHHa ekcnpecus
MO2am ga bbgam cb3gageHu Ype3 Memogume Ha pauuoHaAeH gu3alH.
3a omkpuBaHe Ha HOBu AekapcmBa PHK mMoke ga u3znoAHAaBa poAaama
Ha MuweHa u Ha AekapcmBo. Te3u Memogu Mo2am ga ce u3noa3Bam 3a
cb3gaBaHe Ha HOBU mMepaneBmuYHU NOGXOgu 3a AeYeHue Ha pa3AuY-
HU 3a60AABaHuUA Ype3 Mogudukayua Ha XpoOMamuHa, hpugobuBaHe Ha
uMyHumem 4pe3 PHK-6a3upaHa BakcuHauus, cneyuduyHO uHXubupa-
He Ha uHdopmayuoHHa PHK upe3 ACO-u, baokupaHe Ha chAalcuH2 Ha
npe-uPHK, 6aokupaHe mpaHcAauuama Ha PHK uAu 2eHHO uHxubupaHe,
6a3upaHo Ha MUPHK().

PHK u3noAHaBa Hal-pa3audHu ¢pyHKuuu B knemkama B cpaBHeHue
¢ ge3okcuHykauHoBama kuceauHa (AHK; deoxynucleic acid - DNA) u
nenmugume BkalouumeAHo buoceH3opHa GyHKuufA, NpeHoc u cbxpa-
HeHue Ha 2eHemu4yHa uHdopmauua. Hal-BakHume M poAU ca mpaH-
ckpunuyusa u mpaHCcAauusa Ha 2eHU, YUUMO NPOoUecu Npomu4yam c yyac-
muemo Ha UPHK, mpaHcnopmHa PHK (mPHK; transport RNA - tRNA) u
pubozomMHa PHK (pPHK; ribosomal RNA - rRNA) (Spirov, 2023). OcBeH
moBa PHK moXe ga uma u kamaaumuuHa ¢yHKyua, uznoAHaBaHa om
pubo3umu, buo ceH3opHa ¢yHKuusa, uznobAHABaHa om pubonpeBkaloy-
BameAu u 2eHHO pez2yAamopHa ¢yHKuus u3znoAHABaHa om HKPHK-u,
pubonpeBkalouBameaume u Hakou pubo3umu kamo glmS pubo3um. N3-
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BopwBalku 2opeonucaHume ¢pyHkuuu, PHK MoXe ga u3znvAHABa cBoA-
ma poAs nocpegcmBom cBoama nbpBuyHa UAU mMpemuyHa cmpykmypa.
Te3zu PHK moaekyau, koumo u3nbaHABam cBosma ¢yHkuusa upe3 3D
cmpykmypu, ca uzBecmHu kamo ¢yHkuuoHanHu PHK-u (Dai, Zhang, &
Zaleta-Rivera, 2020). Tyk ce BkalouBam pubonpeBkalouBameaume. Te
obpa3zyBam cAoKHU mpemuyHU cmpyKmypu nogobHO Ha npomeuHume,
HapeyeHU anmamepu, 4ype3 koumo ycewam npucbcmBuemo Ha MaAKu
MoAaekyau B kaemkama kamo 2yaHUH, ageHUH, muaMuH nupogocham
(TN®; thiamine pyrophosphate - TPP), dAaBuH MoHOHYykAneomug (DMH;
flavine mononucleotide - FMN) u mHo20 gpyau. OcBeH moBa pubonpeB-
kalouBameaume Mo2am ga xubpugu3upam ¢ gpyau HK-u. Te3u yHukana-
HU cBolicmBa Ha ¢pyHKuuoHaAaHUmMe PHK moAekyAau 2u npaBam MHO20
nogxogawu MuweHu 3a omkpuBaHe Ha HOBU AekapcmBa - MaAku MoAe-
Kyau uau ACO-u.

PHK e xumu4ecku no-HecmabuAHa om AHK nopagu HaAubuemo Ha
2'-xugpokcuAHama 2pyna Ha pub6o3ama, koemo npu uH AalH (in line)
koHdopmauua Bogu go mpaHcecmepudukauusa Ha pochoguecmepHama
Bpo3ka Ha PHK (Miao & Westhof, 2017). MHo2o kamaaumuyHu PHK-u,
kamo xamepxeg pubo3umMa (BmopuyHama My cmpykmypa uma dopma Ha
gopBogencku uyk), mo2zam ga kamaau3zupam peakuuama Ha mpaHcec-
mepudukauus ¢ yckopaBaHe om okoAro MUAUOH nbmu B cpaBHeHue cbc
cnoHmMaHHama HekamaaAu3upaHa peakyus.

Aecmabuau3zupaHemo Ha UPHK-u e nogxog 3a pe2yAauud Ha 2eHHama
ekcnpecus ype3 pa3AudyHU MexaHU3MuU B eykapuomu u npokapuomu. B
eykapuomHume opzaHu3zmu HKPHK-u, koumo yyacmBam B npoueca Ha
UHXUbupaHe Ha cheyudpudHu PHK-u, ce knacupuuyupam B gBe epynu -
MUPHK-u u kocu Hekogupawu PHK-u (KHkPHK; short non-coding RNA -
sncRNA), koumo ce o6pa3yBam om goAzume Hekogupawu PHK-u (gHKP-
HK, long non-coding RNA - IncRNA). OmkpuBaHemo Ha 2eHHOMO 3a2Ay-
waBaHe om HKPHK-u B MHO20 pa3Au4YHU Op2aHU3Mu - oM pacmeHud go
603alHuUuU, BkAlobumeAHO U xopa, pa3wupu pa3zbupaHemo Ha poAama
Ha PHK B8 knemkama (Toden, Zumwalt, & Goel, 2021; Sheikhnia et al.,
2024). ToBa gaBa Bo3zmoXkHOCmM 3a u3znoA3zBaHemo uM kamo MuweHu
3a omkpuBaHe u pa3zpabomBaHe Ha HOBuU AekapcmBa. YcmaHoBABaHe
Ha MmexaHu3zmume Ha PHK unmepdepeHyusa (PHK(u); RNA interference -
RNAI) ¢ uen KOHMpPOA Ha 2eHHama ekcnpecusa npegocmaBa MoAekyAAp-
HU UHCMpyMeHmMu, koumo Mo2am ga ce u3noA3Bam 3a pa3pabomBaHe
Ha HOBu AekapcmBa (Agrawal et al., 2003). Kbm MoMeHma ca uzBecmHu
HAKoAKo AekapcmBeHu moaekyau (AekapcmBa ,cupauu®) cpewy HepB-
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